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Coffee shop in danger of closing
Aaron Yoder
Guest Writer

Butler’s Café and Coffee
of Sioux Center may be forced
to close its doors if it is unable
to find new investors, owners
said.
Butler’s owners sent out an
announcement to their e-mail
list on Sept. 28, saying they
were “looking for those in the
community who will invest in
Butler’s future. Without such
an investment Butler’s will
have to close.”
Co-owner and Co-founder
Colin Doughan said that the
coffee shop has been able to
maintain a steady customer
base in the current financial
climate but has not seen the
growth needed to become
profitable.
Some investors have
contacted the shop; however,
there were no final deals
pending. The owners would
like to make a decision one
way or the other before they
get too much further into
October, Doughan said.
Doughan, along with his
two brothers Adam and Ryan,
natives of northwest Iowa and
graduates of Northwestern
College, opened Butlers in
November, 2006.
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a door for
purchased
someone,
I love their paninis and their
from Butler’s.
smiling at people and talking bread bowls, I’m a big fan.”
Doughan said he feels
to people even if they were
Sjaarda’s
experiences places like their coffee shop
strangers was slowly dying. at Butler’s extend beyond are very important in today’s
We wanted to preserve that, positive interactions with fast paced society.
so we were trying to figure out employees and good food.
“Places like Butler’s need
what sort of business would She met her husband Eric at a to grow, not diminish for us to
allow us to best do that.”
Bible study which met there.
remain a healthy society. We
Dordt
Admissions
When
the
couple need places where people put
counselor Karissa Sjaarda, announced their engagement, down their BlackBerrys and
a regular, said she enjoys the
Butler’s
employees say, ‘I’m going to talk to you,
the food and the sense of celebrated with them, giving and more important, I’m going
community in Butler’s. “The them free cookies. Sjaarda to listen to you.’”
workers always smile and talk and her fiancé also spent many
Doughan said if he and
to you. … I love their food, hours in Butler’s planning his brothers’ main focus was

profit rather than community,
then they would have focused
on putting in more registers
and a drive thru so they could
move people through quickly.
Instead Doughan said
they focused on how they
could create a community
atmosphere where they could
help people slow down.
“We wanted to create an
extraordinary
environment
which would convey the
message of taking a break and
experiencing community. To
do that we had to look at what
is ordinary – speed up, go fast,
put up barriers and just make it
through the day.”
Doughan feels Butler’s
has succeeded in its goal
of promoting a sense of
community.
“We’ve had
several books and plays
written in Butler’s, we’ve had
spiritual counseling, and just
plain good conversation.”
Sjaarda feels the larger
community of Sioux Center
would also lose out if Butler’s
closes. “They just did a $1,000
fundraiser for ATLAS, they’re
just such a community place,”
she said. “It’s sad, I have all
these memories. Where are
people going to go if they
can’t go to Butler’s?”

Dordt’s campus: not just for students any more
Parents’ Weekend starts Friday - nearly 1200 parents expected to attend
Jurgen Boerema
Staff Writer
Any other time of the school
year, 1200 parents roaming
Dordt’s classrooms might look
peculiar. But for the three
days of Parents’ Weekend the
parental invasion is completley
commonplace.
Parents’ Weekend began in
1989 when Dr. John Hulst was
the president of Dordt College.
It was intended to mark the
35th anniversary of the college
and work in conjunction with a
Reformation Day celebration.
A brochure lists information
for similar events still held
today. That year, 230 parents
were listed as guests for the
festivities.
Dianne De Witt described
her experience and role as

participate,” Dengler said.
Special Events Coordinator cancellations happen.
for the three days.
Dr. Mary Dengler, of “Their presence also reminds
“I facilitate the process the
English
Department me of my responsibility to
of setting dates, reserving appreciates parents in her them to guide their children in
buildings, and making sure classrooms.
understanding the wonders of
people have a place to stay.
“I remember that as a God’s world in a way that is
Parent’s Weekend has stayed freshman and sophomore, I biblically sound.”
Dr. Charles Veenstra of the
pretty consistent since I was delighted to welcome my
came in 1996. The order of parents. I felt their enthusiasm Communication Department,
some
interesting
the events has changed to a and support for my academic notes
challenges.
certain extent. Now the
“The event is mostly
Music Festival seems “[Parents] presence gives the
feel of a university class- positive,
but
there
to be the centerpiece.
some
interesting
Some events, such as room, where students of all are
challenges
involved.
the Goheen Gallop, have
ages come to
There have been instances
come in just the past few
seminar and participate.” where professors have
years.”
had to adjust schedules to
De Witt begins work
as early as June to make sure development. As a professor, accommodate events. There
events are scheduled and I’m thrilled when parents come is also a balance that has to
planned accordingly.
She to my class. Their presence take place between parents
works closely with people gives the feel of a university and their kids,” Veenstra said.
connected to the various classroom, where students of “On the one hand parents
events when changes occur or all ages come to seminar and need to see what their kids are

doing, but on the other hand
they need to let kids live on
their own and make their own
decisions and mistakes.”
Dr. Mark Tazelaar, of the
Philosophy
Department,
would like to see the weekend
opened to more wide-ranging
discussions.
“The opportunity is there
for Parent’s Weekend to be
used for something more than
just promotion. But often
that opportunity is missed. It
doesn’t have to be timed and
orchestrated to highlight only
the good things about Dordt,”
Tazelaar said. “There could
be a more realistic approach
where we examine the messy
parts of Dordt but in the
process grow stronger in our
mission and as Christians.”
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Change in SAC leadership shows promise

Student Activities Committee transforms from a large group of volunteers into a smaller group of paid positions
Dressed as wedges from
“Wheel of Fortune,” students
participate in last year’s SAC
organized event - Family
Feusion.
Photo by Nicole Ongna

Adrian Hielema
Staff Writer
While
everyone’s
attention was on a new art
department and remodeled
library, a Dordt College
mainstay began a slow
transformation.
      Student Activities
Committee—a group primarily

involved in planning and
executing events for students—
is
undergoing
structural
changes to improve the quality
of its events on campus.
Originally
SAC
consisted of two paid student
leaders and a group of
volunteers. The two leaders
were faced with the challenge

of making sure every single
SAC event was organized,
financed, advertised, and
brought to fulfillment. At the
end of last year, members
of SAC were consulted on a
possible change in the structure
of the leadership.
“By the end of second
semester, the people involved
in SAC were pretty taxed,”
Robert Taylor, staff supervisor
to the group said, “We started
to wonder if there was a better
way to do things.”
The
better
way
involved
expanding
the

leadership council from two
students to five, as well as giving
each leader more specific roles.
“We have individual tasks now,
which helps a lot,” Kurt Franje,
one of the five leaders on the
new council said, “not all five
of us have to go hardcore into
every single event, we can take
turns.”   
Another change that
occurred was the opening up of
more communication between
SAC and other groups on
campus. “One of the primary
focuses of the new SAC council
is to bring in leaders from other
groups,” Taylor said. SAC
members will now be working
extensively with groups such as
Student Symposium, Resident
Life & Campus Ministries, and
Students without Borders.
“In the future we’d

like to involve people from
clubs and sports teams as well,”
Taylor said, “but because [the
council] is still new, we need to
take it a step at a time.”  SAC
also hopes the incorporation of
other groups of people will get
a larger percent of the campus
involved in its events, and
perhaps add to the diversity of
the participants.
The SAC council
meets once a week, and weekly
volunteer meetings should
follow soon. So far, this year’s
SAC events have been very
successful, which Taylor said is
partly due to better advertising,
“but I also think we have a
healthy leadership group, and
of course great volunteers,
which I do think contributes to
the success.”

Club: working for other clubs
Tentatively, tradition returns Communication
Dordt’s newest club helps promote other clubs and events on campus
Price is Trite planned to make a comeback in
the spring semester
Sonja Doty
Staff Writer
    After a trial run of Family Feusion, Price is Trite is
making a triumphant comeback—next semester.
   “We’ve changed a lot with
Student Activities Committee (SAC),” Kristin Santana,
chairman, said. “It was best
to have more time and do it
next year.”
     The campus Halloween
even of Price is Trite was replaced last year with Family
Feusion; while still keeping
the costume elements, the
game format was changed.
Price is Trite took its format
from    “The Price is Right”;
Family Feusion, “Family
Feud.”
   “I didn’t like Family Feusion that much,” said Amber
Bennett. “I preferred Price is
Trite.”
     Santana, however, saw

the Feusion as “an overall
success, despite its ups and
downs.”
     Despite SAC’s overhaul
last year and their new ideas
for events, the return of Price
is Trite is marked by tradition.
    “We liked tradition; there’s
nothing wrong with it,” said
Santana. “Students like tradition, and it works.”
     Price is Trite has been a
mainstay of campus events
for more than five years, and
allows for costumes timed
with Halloween. The move
to spring semester will not,
assures Santana, deprive the
campus of costume opportunities.
      “We’re planning a costume dance on October 30,
so students will still get to
dress up,” she said.
     Price is Trite is on a tentative schedule of spring semester, with no set date.

Sonja Doty
Staff Writer
    The newest club on campus
isn’t just for students: it’s also
for other clubs. The Communication Club is for “building
specific useable skills” in marketing and communicating effectively, Bruce Kuiper, Communications professor, said.
    There are three goals for this
kind of club, according to Kuiper. “one - it looks good on a
resume, two - it will help others learn about speaking effectively, design, and marketing,
and three - it will offer at a social nature to help mix the distinct communications majors.”
   Chelsey Munneke, the newly-elected president, said that
“it’s exciting as a Comm. major to have your own club,”
and that many other majors
have their own community
events.
    Plans for the club began last
year, under the suggestion of
an anonymous Communication major survey for seniors.

Members Kelly Cooke and Maria Bouwkamp enjoy the bonfire at
the Comm. Club’s second meeting. Photo by Bruce Kuiper

Professors e-mailed students
to gauge interest. “The faculty
saw a clear need for it,” Kuiper said.
    Work to make the club official began in September, with
faculty and students working
towards making the club “almost entirely student-run,”
Kuiper said.
    “The feedback has been very
positive,” Kuiper said. “Our
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biggest hurdle now is maintaining momentum.”
    The club has held three
meetings, with mostly Communications majors attending,
although interest has been expressed by other majors, according to Kuiper.
    “Right now we just want
people to know we’re there,”
Munneke said.
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Dordt competes again Iowa State University
Graphic design class takes on ISU in logo competition

may be submitted from each
college, and the deadline is at
the end of October.
       “My first thought was
     Dordt’s Graphic Design III
that this is going to be a very
class and AIGA members have
involved and challenging
a chance to gain statewide
project,” said Andrew
notoriety through a recent
advertising
initiative Dordt has a fifty percent Hornor.   “Half of it is
figuring out exactly
sponsored by the state
chance
of
winning
$500
and
what it is we’re trying to
government.
      In search of fresh gaining statewide recognition. represent, then coming
up with a name for it,
ideas for promoting its
researching and focusIowa e-Health Project,
grouping
it, and lots of detail
the Iowa Department of Public for the project if I didn’t
Health contacted state colleges think we weren’t capable of work.”
to participate in a name and this,” said art professor David      However, others are excited
logo design contest.
Versluis.   “We have a good by the project’s possibilities.
      The project requires that group of writers and designers       “I think that working as
a team is a great thing for
students market their name and in the class so that will help.”
logo to their peers as well by      Verluis assigned his Graphic this project,” said Ryan Van
creating a survey, presenting Design III class to groups to Surksum.   “We all have great
the name to a focus group, or work on the project.   AIGA ideas, but working in a group
allows us to share our ideas
through some other means.
students are also taking part.
      Dordt College and Iowa      Some students are feeling with one another and build off
State University are the only pressure from the project.   each other’s ideas.”
schools that are currently Only one logo and name
Sarah Groneck
Staff Writer

in the running.   That means
that Dordt has a fifty percent
chance of winning $500 and
gaining statewide recognition
for a chosen logo and name.
     “I would not have applied

BIOLA student grabs future film makers’ attention
Andrea Vande Voort
Guest Writer
     Dordt  may not havre rolled
out the red carpet, but they
did welcome feature-length
film writer Henry Riady.
      Riady, 22, looks like a
typical college student at
first, but after talking with
him about his dreams and
achievements one might get
another impression. While
many college students are
attending parties and cramming for their next test, Riady can be found distributing
copies of his first featurelength film.
     Riady, who attended BIOLA in Los Angeles, grew up
in Indonesia and made a feature-length film last year that
is now playing in his home
country. The movie was

filmed in Indonesia, so the
story line is geared toward
their culture, and it also has a
strong message against injustice, which demonstrates his
Christian values.
       “It’s airing to good reviews in Indonesia,” Riady
said.  He also noted that making a film in Indonesia is far
less expensive than making
films in Los Angeles.
     On Friday, Sept. 26, Riady
had a question and answer
time with students in digital
media, communication, and
script-writing classes.
      Bruce Kuiper, professor
of communication, was part
of the organization to bring
Riady to Dordt, and Robert
Taylor, Residence Life Director, also participated in
the discussion.
      “Henry and his parents

are from Indonesia, the most
populous Muslim nation on
earth. As Christians, they
have a great appreciation
for Dordt College and all we
stand for, and are back for
another visit to learn, visit,
and build relationships with
us as they work to establish
a Christian University in Jakarta,” Kuiper said.
      Free pizza and soda were
also offered for those who
took part in the discussion
with Riady.
      Maria Bouwkamp, digital media production major,
took part in the discussion
while sitting in comfortable
red chairs and enjoying on
her pepperoni pizza.
     “Riady is a dedicated person with many talents in the
film industry,” Bouwkamp
said.
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SYMPOSIUM UPDATE
Two clubs came to Symposium, requesting funding
for events this year:
The Canons, Dordt’s men’s singing group, requested
money for new music, because they’ve performed in
the last four years all the music that is available to
them.  
Because they had not tried any outside sources or
fundraisers, Symposium suggested they try raising
money for themselves first, and come back to
request again if that wasn’t sufficient.
The Ag Club requested funding for their annual Ag
Day, and Symposium granted the club $81.45, the
cost of the event last year.
			

***

Symposium passed a revision of the Constitution,
which is available on its website.  It notes that
funding guidelines should be more specifically
defined.
			

***

Symposium discussed the possibility of starting
a series of topical forums.   Three topics were
suggested at the Symposium meeting.
•
“Racism”—in response to a Gen 300 class
on diversity, which caused debate both in the class
and afterwards.
•
“Creation care”—to cover questions raised
in a chapel speech.  The Creation Care Club wishes
to address things such as to-go items in the Grille,
Styrofoam cups at chapel, misuse of electricity,
recycling, and overuse of paper towels.
•
“Health-care reform”—a current cultural
issue; the forum would include a discussion possibly
led by the pre-med club.
No specifics have been stated; however, there does
seem to be a considerable student interest in such
events.
(compiled by Ashlee Stallinga)

Strauss teaches students to enjoy walking away with the “Dordt Advantage”
Ashlee Stallinga
Editor
     Monty Python may have
many silly walks, but on Oct.
5, Gideon Strauss, president
of the Center for Public
Justice, walked in a perfectly
normal fashion onto the stage
in the BJ Haan.
    Starting with Monty
Python’s “The Ministry of
Silly Walks” skit, Strauss
spoke to the student body
about how everything we do,
he said—even how we walk—
has life or death implications.
    His lecture was the second
installment of the “First
Monday” series, and Student
Services estimates that 600700 people attended.
“There was a positive
reaction from student, staff
and faculty,” said Associate Strauss addressed students and faculty in S101, lecturing on
Provost Bethany Schuttinga.    “graceful citizenship.” Photo by Becky Love

“One thing that he talked
about that got a lot of attention
was ‘The Dordt Advantage.’”
    “The Dordt Advantage,”
said Strauss, is the blessing
of getting an education from
a Reformed perspective,
and graduating with the
knowledge that Jesus Christ
owns every part of creation,
and therefore we can serve
him in whatever we do.
    “For those students who
have grown up in a Reformed
tradition for their whole
life, this framed it in a
different context, and made
them remember not to take
it for granted,” Schuttinga
said.   “So many people have
been trained that those at
Dordt are in a bubble, but
it’s an incredible privilege
that students didn’t really
understand until he said that.”
    Later in the evening, 22
students who requested a spot

joined 24 faculty members—
including the President,
Provost,
and
Associate
Provost—in the President’s
Board Room for an hour
of dinner and questions for
Strauss.
Strauss addressed his
experience working as a
translator for Desmond Tutu,
as well as his opinions on
transforming culture and
the relationship between
different communities of
faith.
     At a second lecture in S101
later that evening, Strauss
concentrated on “graceful
citizenship:” the role of
believers to practice civility,
see the brokenness of the
world, and speak out about
what they believe.
   At the end of the day, most
listeners walked away with
something to think about.
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Duncan brings shoe drive to Dordt Housing Discontent

The shoes pile up in anticipation to being sent abroad to those in
need. Photo by Naomi de Boer

Emily Stam
Guest Writer
Student Jessica Duncan will
hold a continuous shoe drive
this year, where shoes will
be sent to Village Northwest
Unlimited.
Located in Sheldon, Village
Northwest Unlimited offers a
variety of services for people
with mental or physical

disabilities, and now includes
their participation in a shoe
drive.
The Village recently
partnered with Soles4Souls, a
company dedicated to changing
the world “one pair at a time,”
as they distribute shoes across
the U.S. and to more than 147
countries, according to their
website.
After the Village’s press

release this week announcing
their
partnership
with
Soles4Souls, they received
over 1,000 pairs of shoes and
have become the Midwest
sending place for Soles4Souls.
This is where Duncan got
the idea.
“If people go home over
Thanksgiving and Christmas
and bring shoes back, they can
drop them off at my room,”
said Duncan. “Any shoes are
welcome. Dress shoes, tennis
shoes, and flip flops are very
welcome.”
The Village does request that
the shoes be only gently used.
The shoe drive will continue
throughout the year, with
various drop offs to Village
Northwest Unlimited where
they will sort through, match,
and box up the shoes.
If you would like to help,
but don’t have a pair of shoes to
donate, do not be discouraged single shoes are accepted, too.
For more information, talk
to Duncan or visit soles4souls.
org.

Career Services:

Helping students gear up for their future
Kristina De Graaf
Staff Writer
The university experience
dishes out not only a great deal
of knowledge, but also a sudden
influx of important decisions
about the future.
Dordt’s
Career Services Department
works to aid students in these
large decisions.
Chris De Jong, Director of
Career Services and Calling,
began his role in May 2009,
helping students with choices
ranging from initial vocation
and major alternatives to
résumé preparation, interview
skills, and job placement.

“It is extremely rewarding to
get to be part of students’ lives
and to explore their vocation
and calling with them,” De
Jong said.
Students struggling with
choosing a major can find
help from Career Services
in choosing a direction. And
for other students, planning
by looking into internships
and opportunities to gain
experience in their fields of
study is extremely important.
Career Services offers résumé
preparation
services
in
addition to information about
interviewing and general job
search help for both internship
and full-time job opportunities.

“The most common
misconception I’ve run into
(and that I had when I was a
student) is that Career Services
is a waste of time,” De Jong
said. “There is a wealth of
resources and insight that our
department can share with
students, and we are more than
happy to assist students in any
way that we can.”
Career Services is located in
the Student Services office in
the Campus Center. Students
can also sign up outside of
the Career Services office for
résumé help, and can find other
job form help on their website
(http://denis.dordt.edu/offices/
student_services/carrer/).

Lance Kooiman
Staff Writer
Despite the dissatisfaction
with the idea of Southview
sevens last year, most students
have learned to cope with
living in a bigger group.
Some seniors still question the
housing decision.
Students living in rooms of
seven people claim to be paying
more than those living in rooms
of six, even after receiving
$175 reimbursement.
“One of the biggest issues
is the lack of space,” Ashley
Laverman said. “Our room gets
along well because we have a
good group but there are some
that struggle with the lack of
space.”
Along with Southview
housing, off campus living
has become an issue as well.
According to Dordt housing
rules, students must be married,
living at home, or 22 years old
at the beginning of the year to
live off campus.
“I’d like to have the option to
live off campus,” Kaila Westra
said. “I think I’m old enough to
decide whether or not I want to
live off campus.”
“They might think that
they are keeping tabs on us by
making us live on campus,”
Laverman said. “It could also
be to support community on
campus or be due to lack of

housing elsewhere in town if
all seniors were allowed to live
off campus.”
In response to this issue,
Resident
Life
Director
Robert Taylor added his own
thoughts. The reason why
we want students to be 22
to live off campus is to have
upperclassmen on campus
to set the tone for the student
body,” said Taylor. “It creates
a better atmosphere for the
other students when we have
upperclassmen leading the
way. We aren’t trying to keep
tabs on them by making them
live here. If we really wanted to
keep a close eye on them, we
could be way more effective at
it than we are now.”
Taylor gave further thought
on the Southview sevens issue.
“The reason why we asked
the seniors if they would be
willing to have seven in a room
is to make it possible to fit the
juniors into the east campus
apartments. The juniors don’t
want to live in the resident
halls and the freshman and
sophomores don’t want the
juniors there either. That’s why
it was really great that we had
seniors willing to fit seven in a
room to make the fit possible.”
If any students have further
opinions on this issue, Robert
Taylor would be happy to
schedule an appointment to
discuss the matter.

Chris de Jong (left) and Ellen Mouw (right) offer vocational advice
and job search tips in Career Services. Photo by Naomi De Boer

“What did you do over Heartland Break?”
“I helped out with a Becky Love
photoshoot and took pictures of
myself as Mary Poppins.”

“I volunteered at the nature conservancy
along the Niobrara river in Nebraska. It is
one of the last wild and scenic rivers in the
United States.”

Clare Laverman

Joelle Van Gaalen

“I went shopping in Sioux
Falls with my fiancee Kate.”
“I scoped out the best Haloween
costumes in the Midwest... and I found
them in Chicago.”

Nic Padilla

Kaila Westra
Photos compiled by Becky Love and Naomi De Boer
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Reality check:

What Pacifism Means

Dating Daze:

Txting + D8ting = Luv?
Alyssa Hoogendoorn
Columnist
When I was 16, my boyfriend
called me and we’d talk on
the phone almost every night.
Four years and a few guys
later, there’s only been one
other guy who called me on
a semi-regular basis. Instead,
text messaging has taken over
my dating life. Now it’s all
lol, idk, and ttyl—as if dating
wasn’t cryptic enough to begin
with. Since when has texting
become central to dating?
Honestly, I’m starting to
feel more connected to my cell
phone than to any of my dates,
because my messages have
a tendency to stick around
longer than the guy who sent
them.
Although that leaves me
with proof of dating, all I really
have is the remnants of yet
another distant, meaningless
relationship clogging my
inbox.
Now I have to admit,
part of the reason why that
happens is because I lock
“special” messages, the ones
with sentimental value that
I re-read to make myself
feel better. But even those
messages that once made
me smile reach an expiration
date—which usually comes
around when my phone’s
telling me “Memory is Low”
instead of who’s texting me.
That means it’s time to
unlock and delete messages
from Mr. What’s-His-Face.
Texting gives me all kinds of
exciting options like reply,
delete, call, send, forward,
lock, answer, and ignore.
But really, where’s the
fun in that? And I’m not
even going to ask where the
romance is.
It’s all getting to be a little
too cold and calculated for my
liking, and it’s making dating
more difficult and frustrating.
Just tonight, I sent a text at
9:38 p.m. It is now 10:24 and I
have yet to receive a response.
Did my first message get
lost in transit or am I being
ignored? Should I resend it or
send a second one?
Ugh idk...that might be
the end of that one. Oh, well.
Delete.

Pacifism might seem like
a heavy topic, but lately I
feel like it’s been popping up
everywhere. One of my best
friends recently gave me a
copy of Jesus for President, a
pacifist manifesto by Christian
activist Shane Claiborne. I
read Claiborne’s earlier book,
The Irresistible Revolution, as
my optional book for CORE
300 last spring. Two springs
ago, Tony Campolo argued
for pacifism in a lecture at the
B. J. Haan. And an increasing
number of my peers at Dordt
are pacifists.
Coherent pacifism is
a rejection of any kind of
violence, by anyone, anywhere.
Claiborne refers to the “myth
of redemptive violence.” He
denies that violence can ever
be a good or necessary thing.
What are the implications of
this belief?
The defining characteristic
of government is a monopoly
on violence. Whatever else it
does, the state must be able to
protect its people and maintain
order, with force if necessary.
If a state cannot stop armed
groups from attacking the
innocent, we call that state
“failed.”
Therefore, the logical

extension of Christian pacifism
is a refusal to participate in the
state – a kind of nonviolent
Christian anarchism, if you
will.
This is exactly what Claiborne
is out to convince Christians
to do – leave the government,
the voting booth, the police

Joel Veldkamp
Columnist
force, and the military. “God
isn’t working through places
of power,” he writes in Jesus
for President. “I don’t believe
that God needs a commanderin-chief or a millionaire in
Washington,” he wrote earlier
in The Irresistible Revolution.
Of course he doesn’t. God
doesn’t need anyone. That’s
not the issue. The issue is,
what is God calling us to do as

his followers in the world?
Does the Bible support
Claiborne’s attitude toward
government? I do not believe
so.
The Bible says that
government – founded as it
is on violence – is a good
institution,
an
institution
specifically set up by God. I
Peter 2 says that the governors
“are sent by [God] to punish
those who do wrong.” Romans
13 says, “The authorities that
exist have been established by
God. The one in authority...is
God’s servant to do you good.
...he does not bear the sword
for nothing.”
So if the government and the
government’s sword are good
things, why should we separate
ourselves from them? Doesn’t
Jesus’ command to be the “salt
of the earth” apply to politics?
When John the Baptist first
began his ministry, a group
of Roman soldiers came to
him and asked, “What should
we do?” John did not answer,
“Lay down your weapons and
desert the army!” He told them,
“Don’t extort money and don’t
accuse people falsely – be
content with your pay” (Luke
3:14). In other words, “Be
good soldiers.”

Alvin observes:

		 Gripes and Actions

Some of the best bonding/
coping catharses that can take
place on a college campus are
to sit around and complain
about other people.
We do this - some more
than others - with our friends
because then we feel we are
not putting people down
behind their backs when they
can’t defend themselves. Our
listeners probably don’t even
know who our antagonists are
(until they check DENIS).
We exaggerate, skew facts
and take situations out of
context to make those other
jerks on campus look like
jerks. It’s fun to tell stories to
our friends because stories
are entertaining. We’re better
storytellers when we have a
clear emotion to ride on. We
receive more sympathy if we
portray others as maniacal
idiots while we look like the
victimized genius, way ahead
of our time. And we never, ever
acknowledge that the people
we speak of are actual, whole
human beings.
When what we’re saying
is critical, or what we might
consider honestly constructive,
it isn’t beneficial unless we
take our words and gripes
to the appropriate person(s)
and actually have something

change. We’re not making the
situation any better unless we
speak up in class, ask questions
or act differently than the
morons spouting nonsense that
we disagree with. Unless you
have a clear argument against
the moron AND you deliver
it effectively, you’re better off
sitting there quietly, thinking

Alvin Shim
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about how much of a better
person you are.
This is the biggest problem
we have as individual students
and, thus, as a student body:
we don’t acknowledge the
problems we have. We’re
passive freaking aggressive.
But we’re here (at college,
not just at Dordt) to be
challenged and to learn.
More so, if we’re here to
be equipped as academic
and social leaders and active

members of a society outside
of Sioux Center, we better be
capable of voicing our thoughts
but before we do so, we better
know what we’re talking about.
If we ever feel intimidated,
uninformed, uneducated, angry
and/or frustrated – and we
should every once in a while
– we should feel exactly what
like we are: college students.
If confronting our frustrations
calls for more research to
coherently voice why we
disagree… Hurrah! That’s why
we enroll in higher education.
(Hopefully.)
The proposed health care
program is a bad idea? Please
tell us, factually, why you think
so before vomiting exclamation
marks on Facebook.
Professor is confusing you?
Raise your hand. Visit. Email.
“Venting” to your friend
about your other idiot friends?
Grow up and confront them
(lovingly).
If you repress and disregard
your
objections
because
everyone else is hopeless, if
you’re too lazy to really think
about why you disagree, if
you carry out your routine
unchanged and move on with
your “college education,” then
you’re wasting your college
education.

Familiolatry
Robert Minto
Columnist
Among the idols we love
to smash are pleasure, power,
and reason. Among the idols
we love to smash in others
more than ourselves are selfrighteousness and wealth.
Among the idols we mostly
fail to smash (or see for that
matter) is family.
Is it even possible for
family to become an idol?
I don’t mean particular
families, but family as an
ideal whose preservation
and extension overtakes the
place of more central things
in human thought and action.
Two examples:
First, an objectionable
attitude reigns at Dordt that
singleness (as a vocation)
is not merely unusual but
actually abnormal, or even
deviant. This manifests as an
assumption that guys should
be shopping for a wife and
girls for a husband. The result
is rampant objectification
where, for example, I might
not objectify you just as a sexobject but as (to coin a term) a
wife-object.
Part of this is surely
because we privilege family
as an automatic secondary (or
primary?) purpose of Dordt
education.
Second, family-value
politics, to which many Dordt
students would subscribe,
can work a strange reduction.
They can reduce the purpose
of government to creating a
public life that resembles a
certain theory of child-rearing.
According to this theory,
children should be sheltered
as long as possible from the
more “shocking” results of sin
in the world (usually vulgar
language, sexual aberration,
and gory violence).
Expand this to a political
vision and you end up with an
agenda that’s more concerned
about keeping the appearance
of heterosexuality in our
military than the weightier
question of the morality of our
wars.
Part of this is surely
because we expand the goal of
preserving traditional family
life to an all-consuming
political agenda.
What would our world look
like if we smashed the idol of
family?
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Blades back on the ice

Younger team hopes to remain consistent with last year’s performance
Sam Hart
Staff Writer
Blades hockey begins on
Friday, Oct. 16, in a match
up against Northwestern
Health Sciences at 7:00 pm
in the All-Seasons Center.
Last season the Blades
finished the year off with a
record of 24-4-1-2, took fifth
place at the ACHA Division
III National Championships,
and their coach, Nate van
Niejenhuis, was named
ACHA D-III Coach of the
Year.
As the Dordt Blades kick
off their 2009-10 hockey
season, there are going to be
some major changes evident
in the team. They have a new
coach, different core group
of players, and their opener
is against a team they’ve
never faced.
Even Bill Elgersma,
head coach, is unsure what
to expect for the upcoming
season.
But he knows this: “Every
time out we are going to
have to be on our game,”
he says. “It’s a matter of
consistency.”
Consistency may be
difficult to come by with a
new group on the ice: the
Blades graduated 12 seniors
from last year’s team.
However, they do have a
strong leadership in current
seniors like Nate Woudstra,

Despite graduating 12 players, the Blades have strong
leadership in seniors like Jake
Esselink (right) and Todd Bakker (below). Both players took
part in last year’s Clash in the
Corn, which will be held again
at the All-Seasons Center on
Nov. 19-21.

What would you say to someone who thinks the football
team is unnecessary and expensive?
It’s kind of hard for me to talk
about that because I wasn’t really here when that debate was
going on. But I would say that
I guess that Dordt did the math
and decided it would bring in

Midnight Madness is back at Dordt, and this time
with a few new twists. Beginning at midnight on
Friday, Oct. 16h in the De Witt Gymnasium, Dordt
College will get its first look at this year’s basketball
team.

Admission is a dollar.

(compiled by Sam Hart)

Men’s soccer stays strong
Sam Hart
Staff Writer

Jake Esselink, and Todd
Bakker.
They give the Blades a
strong nucleus, and they’ve
added a set of rookies with
specific skills. On top of it
all, they haven’t lost the team
chemistry that was so vital
last season.
“We have a really tight
crew; they have a fierce
loyalty to each other,” says
coach Elgersma.
Last year’s squad
consistently
dominated

Ask an athlete

Most memorable moment?
Probably when we got our first
win against Concordia, because it was our first and only
win last year and it was also our
first GPAC win. We want to
be able to measure up against
GPAC opponents.

Midnight Madness
This year will feature scrimmages by the JV and
Varsity squads and a slam-dunk contest. In addition,
Carrie Foods is sponsoring a $250 shooting
contest.

Photos contributed

Diamond sports writer Derek Buteyn goes the extra
mile to ask Dordt athletes the tough questions
enough revenue and enough
students. They thought of it
as a long term thing, because
of Unity and Western getting
football teams. I guess I’d just
trust the administration.
Name: Joey Vander Schaaf
Sport: Football
Postion: Wide Reciever
Year: Senior
Major: Business Administration
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Where do you see the future
of Dordt’s football team in
the next couple of years?
I think that if we’re able to
retain more and more players
we’ll be getting pretty good.
We’ll be at least a middle of
the GPAC team. Hopefully
in the next couple of years we
can upset a big team, especially Northwestern. That’s who
we really gun for all the time.
The freshmen need to get older and more experienced.
Favorite NFL team and
player?
San Francisco 49ers. I like
their new coach, Mike Singletary. I think he’s a pretty good
Christian guy. I don’t know if I
really have a favorite player…
well, whoever is on my fantasy team that week that I need
points from.

opposing teams, winning
some games by as many
as 15 goals. With many of
those same opponents on this
year’s schedule, it is safe to
assume that teams will be
looking to execute a little
revenge on the Blades.
That should make for a
fun atmosphere at the AllSeasons Center, as well as
some closer games than fans
were accustomed to last
season.

At the halfway point in
the first semester, the Dordt
College men’s soccer team is
pleased. They currently have a
7-5 record, 4-3 in conference
play, and are ranked fourth
in the conference standings.
Peter Mollema, a sophomore
midfielder, has noticed a
definite change in this year’s
squad. “The difference is
the attitude on the team,”
says Mollema. “Last year we
weren’t really ever sure that
we could come into a game
and win. This year we come
into games thinking ‘we can
win this game.’”
The attack has been spread
around this year. So far 10
Defenders have scored, six
of them being first-time goal
scorers. Brian Verwolf has
been strong in goal as well,

registering 55 saves and two
shutouts in the first 12 games.
While there
is still a lot of season left, it is
tempting to look ahead to the
postseason to see what could
happen. Last year this team
made it to the conference,
but lost to the No. 1 seeded
Hastings in the opening
round.
Eight teams make
it to the playoffs; right now
the Defenders are in a good
position. With close losses to
conference leaders like Dana
and tough wins over teams
like Briar Cliff and rival
Northwestern, this team has
its share of close games. That
experience can only help a
young team.
They face a tough month
of October with Hastings,
Morningside, and Sioux Falls
all remaining on the schedule.
This team will have their skills
put to the test.

Know the name
Sam Hart
Staff Writer
Freshman Jana Van Zanten,
a volleyball player from
Pella, Iowa, didn’t know
what to expect coming in to
play for a team that made it
to the National tournament
in the previous season.
“I wasn’t really sure if I
was going to get a chance to
play, and if I did I wasn’t sure
where I would be playing,”
Jana said. She had been a
middle hitter for the Pella
Christian Eagles with four
years of varsity experience.
At Dordt, she has switched
from middle to outside hitter,
and in that position, she
is currently second on the
team in multiple categories
including attacks, kills, and
digs; she is also third on the
team in blocks.
Coach Tom Van Den
Bosch has been impressed
with Jana this year. “She
does not like to lose at all
and will go back to the gym
and work harder the next day
to improve,” he said.
Jana expressed that she
wants to help get the team

Right:
Freshman
Jana Van Zanten and teammate
Dorinda Hibma wait
in anticipation for
the ball in a game
against Briar Cliff.
Van Zantan is second on the team
with 201 digs so far
this season.
Photo contributed

Left: Van Zanten
stops to chat with
teammate
Betsy
Van’t Hul during
the Briar Cliff game,
which the Defenders won on 3-0 on
Sept. 2.
Photo contributed

to Nationals again this year.
Whether or not that goal is
accomplished by this young
team, Jana can be excited
about a great start to what

looks to be a promising
tenure at Dordt.

fine arts.
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Atheist playwright provokes Christians to action

Caucasian Chalk Circle opens this weekend with moralistic intention
Mark Bylenga
Staff Writer
“White people inside of white
circles.” That’s what most
people are tempted to think of
when they hear the name of
Dordt’s fall theatre show – Caucasian Chalk Circle – opening
to already sold out audiences
this weekend.
The show explores more
than sidewalk chalk, explained
director Teresa Ter Haar, who
described the show as “a chaotic, rollicking, fun, thoughtful piece that makes you laugh
[and] makes you cry.”
Ter Haar’s love of this particular show started as a teenager. “I saw a show of it in high
school and it just mesmerized
me,” said TerHaar. “I always
wanted to do it in a black box
theatre. It just wasn’t appropriate at Calvin and Trinity; [they]
never had the facilities.”
With renovations taking
place in the TePaske Theatre
this year, Caucasian Chalk
Circle was the perfect fit for
Dordt’s New World Theatre.
The play, written by Bertolt Brecht, is a morality piece
which takes place in the Caucaus Mountains. The plot centers on a young woman who

Just as parents pull onto
campus, the Jazz Band pulls
out all the stops for their first
concert Saturday afternoon in
the Campus Center.
Scott Olsen, principal trumpet player for the South Dakota
Symphony, leads the group
of 17 student instrumentalists
who play trumpets, trombones,
electric guitar, drums and
saxophones.
Saxophone
player Deborah Jude said
she was required to play in two
Dordt ensembles as part of her
scholarship, and Jazz Band
“was [her] first choice.”
Even in a band devoted to

Notes of
Inspiration
Michelle Kistler
Staff Writer
“I Will Rise”
Chris Tomlin

Left: Kaylee Engelsman begs Matt Wiersma for
the child she saved. Photo courtesy of Jane Ver Steeg
Above: A theme from Brecht’s show is displayed in
the New World. Photo by Becky Love

saves a child, comes to love
him, then has to face the child’s
mother.
A theme of the show is put
best by Brecht himself: “In the
contradiction lies the hope.”
TerHaar believes these “contradictions” apply to Christians
living in the now and not yet.
“Brecht probably wouldn’t like
me saying that…considering he
was a raving atheist,” TerHaar
said.
Despite being an atheist,

Big band music swings onto campus
Grace Venhuizen
Editor
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jazz, the musical numbers can
be diverse. Jude said the band
plays “a lot of swing and big
band music, some ballads and
quite a bit of improvisation.”
Jazz music has a bright tones
and although the improvisation
part is not required “it is kind of
a traditional mark of jazz music,” Jude said.
Like Saturday’s Campus
Center performance, Jazz Band
often performs separately from
main
stage
band concerts.
Jude says she
doesn’t know
the exact reason, but she
has a theory.
“Maybe we’re just too
good to share a concert,” she
laughed. “We need a whole
one to ourselves.”

“Maybe we’re
just too good to
share a concert.”

Check out our wide selection of engagement rings,
wedding bands, diamond pendants, and much more!
Every Dordt College student receives a

discount of 20% off!

Brecht’s show has
a very moralistic
intention. “How do
we care about us,
about the environment, about others?” TerHaar
said.
Ter Haar explained that as
a playwright, Brecht wanted
people to think, not feel. “Brecht wanted to get people to
think—emotionally yes, but
intellectually as well,” said TerHaar, because he wanted people
to realize they were watching a
play and not a representation of
real life.
Dordt’s performance of Caucasian Chalk Circle features

Aladdin/gypsy-styled costuming, staging surprises, and
plenty of original music. But it
isn’t a Broadway-style musical;
rather, the music is another tool
to carry the story.
The Theatre Department
would like those interested in
seeing the show to know that
because of the small space in
the New World, seating is limited. Tickets are available by reservation at the campus center
box office or online at https://
www.dordt.edu/arts/theatre/.
Reserved tickets must be
picked up 30 minutes prior to
show time or they will be resold.

Review:

The key to a girl’s heart- vampires?
Joel Venhuizen
Staff Writer
First of all, you should
know that I am a dude. I love
football, Will Ferrell, and hot
sauce-chugging contests. And
as a dude, one thing I do not
love is chick flicks. However,
after reluctantly agreeing to
see the first “Twilight” movie
with my girlfriend, I was not
aware that I would be exposed
to an alternate world of “twihards” - addicted young women.
And there’s no end in sight.
The release of Twilight’s
sequel “New Moon,” slated
for Nov. 20, marks only the
second of four in the increasingly popular Twilight Saga.
The first Twilight introduced
Bella: a high school transfer
student now living with her father in Seattle, and Edward—
you guessed it: a vampire. The
subsequent storyline involves
the touching love affair in
which the young couple finds
themselves: living in separate
yet intertwined worlds, trying
to contain their deep love for
each other against their young
hearts’ desires.
New Moon will be centered on the lovers’ separation,
and the conflicts that arise
when vicious wolves roam

the woods nearby, a jealous
female vampire steps in, and
Bella’s best “human” friend
finds himself turning more
and more into—right again—
a werewolf. The vampire/girl/
werewolf love triangle promises riveting conflict and drastic tugs on the heartstrings.
But if you can’t beat them,
you might as well join them.
While the “Twilight” movies are undeniably and nearsickeningly geared toward females, there are some aspects
that make them bearable for us
guys.
Most importantly, your
girlfriend will love you for
it. What better way to a girl’s
heart than through bloody
vampire fangs? In addition,
“New Moon” promises to offer plenty of fight scenes to
satisfy every guy’s desire for
violence. A soundtrack featuring The Killers and Death Cab
for Cutie also offers a good
distraction from the sappy
love story.
If you haven’t seen the first
Twilight, it is available at the
Dordt College Library. So
grab your girlfriend and give
it a try. You may find yourself
enjoying it.
I’ll see all you Twihards at the
“New Moon” premiere.

I will rise when He calls
my name
No more sorrow, no more
pain
I will rise on eagles’ wings
Before my God, fall on my
knees
And rise, I will rise
And I hear the voice of
many angels sing
“Worthy is the Lamb”
And I hear the cry of
every longing heart
“Worthy is the Lamb”
This song speaks to the
undoubtable joy and peace
upon
entering
heaven.
When I first heard this song,
I remember thinking that it
was really powerful. How
amazing to think about when
He calls our names and we
enter into His presence,
falling on our knees before
Him, no sorrow and no pain!
And, hearing the angels
and
fellow
Christians
singing “Worthy is the
Lamb” paints a picture that
makes me smile.
As we deal with the
many blessings on the earth,
we also deal with many
hardships in our lives. There
is sorrow and pain in the loss
of grandparents, parents,
friends and other relatives.
We deal with difficulties in
our work place. We deal with
struggles in relationships
with friends and family.
We can feel put down
and discouraged, but this
song offers us hope as we
look forward to spending an
eternity with our Father in
heaven.
My favorite part of the
song is second half about the
angels and longing hearts
singing, “Worthy is the
Lamb.” My favorite thing
in the world to do is sing. I
love it! I cannot wait to go to
heaven so that I can sing all
day and all night and use my
voice to praise God. It will
be perfect and I will never
grow tired of singing His
praise.
What an amazing thought!
If you have a song that has
impacted you, I invite you
to email me and offer your
suggestions at mchllkst@
dordt.edu.
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Comic mishaps

Perceptive
Polly

by Nate Scheuers

Roommate Problems?
Relationship Issues?
Failing out of class?
Polly is here with
advice for it all! Send
your
questions to
diamond@dordt.edu,
and your questions
will be annonymous!

Your ultimate guide on how to think.

The topic: Lying

Dave De Wit
Columnist

I’ve never actually told a lie, so this could be difficult.
OVERRATED: Why is lying overrated? Here is a list of reasons.

Thanks,
Too Many Options

Good Luck!
Polly

OVER/UNDER

Featured Photo

Dear Polly,
I’m having a hard time
deciding which girl I want
to date. I’m a sophomore
and I’m stumped by the
number of good-looking
girls. How do you get
to know different girls
without leading them on or
coming across as a player?

Dear Confused,
I would suggest trying to
take each girl in Covenant
on a date, but that has
already been a failed
attempt. Although making
courtship into a game
probably isn’t the best idea,
I think the purpose behind
that concept isn’t all bad.
It would be nice to get to
know many different girls
on a personal level without
having them think you are
pursuing them.
Hanging out in groups
of people would probably
be your best bet. Plan a
fun activity (corn maze,
lazor tag in Sioux Falls) and
invite a bunch of people.
If someone stands out to
you, get to know that girl
a little better and ask her
on a date. Avoid doing this
several times with several
different girls and you
won’t be labeled a “player.”
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•

The Boy Who Cried Wolf (which is a true story) taught
us that if we ever tell the same lie three times, we will get
eaten by an animal.

•

If you lie, your pants will actually start on fire.

•

Lying is bad because there’s nothing worse than when
your parents tell you that you’re going to Disneyland
for your birthday, but then they take you to a horrible
pizza place that’s not even as good as Chuckie Cheese’s
because “Disneyland’s closed” and the pizza tastes really
bad and your entire seventh birthday party is RUINED
BY A LIE!!! …..hypothetically.

•

The Ninth Commandment!

UNDERRATED: Why is lying underrated? Start taking notes.

Members of the Tami Tango Trio, an Argentinian musical
group, dance across the stage of the BJ Haan. The group
performed a concert at Dordt integrating flute, guitar, and
keyboard to demonstrate the musical world of Tango - its
roots in African music and elements of Spanish culture.
Photo by Naomi De Boer

•

Lying can protect you from ridicule. For example: “I
wasn’t watching Hannah Montana. It was just on, and I
couldn’t find the remote.”

•

Every time you lie, you grow a half-inch taller. So if you
want to play pro basketball, you should lie more.

•

Lies fix holes in the ozone layer.

•

Without lying I wouldn’t be at Dordt College, because
then they would know my real ACT score.

•

If you break your arm and have a cast put on it, it’ll heal
in about six weeks. If you write lies on your cast, it’ll heal
in three weeks!

•

PARADOX! I’m lying right now.

I conclude that lying is OVERRATED. When you have a
million dollars, drive an Escalade, and date Sandra Bullock like
I do, then you don’t need to lie.
Want to make a good impression during Parents’ Weekend?
Here are the

top
ten
Things to avoid:

1. Making a complete fool of yourself in front of your couldbe future in-laws
2. Hitting on your friends’ mom (or dad)
3. Giving other parents any reason to question why their child
is friends with you
4. Neglecting to clean the nuclear waste dump some people
call a college dorm room
5. Leaving the less-than-appropriate material on the marker
board outside your room
6. “Popping the question”—too many witnesses should it go
south
7. Allowing your parents to think that your friend (of the opposite gender) is a “significant other”
8. Having your parents visit the class you sleep through
9. Letting your parents overhear you saying, “Oh man! Your
parents are way cooler than mine.”
10. Forgetting to acknowledge your parents
Compiled by Vanessa Theel

